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Policies effective August 16, 2021 until otherwise communicated 

 

 

 

Due to the continued threat of the pandemic in our community, we will be 

implementing the following policies to ensure the health and safety of everyone on 

campus while still providing the best possible learning environment for all 

students. These policies and procedures are all subject to change as practice and 

local policies dictate. All major adjustments will be updated in this policy book 

and will be communicated to all relevant stakeholders in a timely manner. All 

policies have been developed with input and guidance from the Archdiocese of 

Kansas City in Kansas, the Lyon County Health Department and are in compliance 

with Kansas State Department of Education requirements for the upcoming school 

year. Further, all policies and procedures are subject to change in accordance 

with local, state, or national mandates enacted to ensure the safety of the 

community. 
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Policies effective August 16, 2021 until otherwise communicated 

Introduction 

“Be on your guard, stand firm in the faith, be courageous, be strong. Your every 

act should be done with love.” – 1 Corinthians 16:13-14 

 

We are very excited to welcome all our students back for the 2021-2022 school 

year! We are especially looking forward to being back in the same building and 

being able to join together again as a family. While we were thrilled to be in-

person all year last year, we missed the communal aspect of being all together. As 

such, a major goal of ours this year is to get our learning environment as back to 

normal as possible.  

The below plan indicates the protocols and procedures that we will have in place 

this year to ensure the safety of all of our students, staff, and volunteers. 

Obviously, as we have all come to know, the response to current conditions 

regarding the pandemic can and will change regularly. We will continue to adhere 

to local guidance as it relates to our school and our specific circumstances.  

The support of our staff, parents, and students is essential in making this work. I 

recognize that the last 17 months has been challenging for all of us, and we want to 

get school back to being the exciting, faith filled space that we all know it can be. 

We feel that these strategies will help us get there. Any changes or adaptations to 

our policies will be communicated to you in a timely manner. I have full 

confidence in our ability to have a wonderful year with as little interruption to 

learning as possible.  

 

In Christ, 

 

Darby O’Neill 

Principal  

Sacred Heart School 
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Policies effective August 16, 2021 until otherwise communicated 

Masks 

Anyone entering the building will be required to have proper face covering, including 

all students and staff of the school, regardless of vaccination status. All students and 

staff will be required to provide their own face coverings. Face shields or face masks 

that do not cover the mouth and nose are not acceptable. The school will have masks 

on hand at all times to provide to students, staff members, or visitors who either forgot 

or who have soiled theirs. Masks must be worn at all times inside the building except 

when eating or drinking. As the risk of transmitting disease is reduced outdoors, masks 

will not be required outside for students or staff. However, if a parent would like for 

their child to wear a mask while outside, they must communicate that desire to their 

child’s teacher.  

 

Distancing Policy 

Students and teachers will maintain at least 3 feet of distance between each other at all 

appropriate times. Student seating will be assigned and set up with proper distancing 

protocols. In rooms where 3 feet cannot be maintained between desks, desk shields will 

be utilized to offer another layer of protection between students.  Indicators will be 

placed on the floor in all common areas and hallways to indicate proper distancing.  

 

Cleaning/Sanitizing 

Sanitizing will take place on a regular basis to ensure that all areas that may have been 

used are safe and virus free. All communal areas will be sanitized with an Aqueous 

Ozone sprayer daily. Classrooms will be sprayed at the end of each day and high touch 

surfaces will be sanitized throughout the day when necessary. While doors will be 

propped open whenever possible to ensure the least amount of contact, all handles, rails, 

doorknobs, etc. will be sanitized daily. Classroom teachers will have sanitizing wipes 

available throughout the day and will wipe down desks, shared spaces, or anything else 

that they deem necessary as the need arises. This will all be done in addition to the 

regular cleaning.  

Further, students will wash or sanitize their hands regularly. We have added two 

handwashing stations in the school which will allow for regular washing without 

putting too many students in one area. Additionally, hand sanitizer containing at least 

60% alcohol will be used when appropriate.  
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Policies effective August 16, 2021 until otherwise communicated 

Operations 

Classrooms 

All classrooms will return to the school building this year. Desks will be distanced 3 

feet apart where possible. In the event that distance can’t be maintained, desk shields 

will be utilized to offer an additional barrier. Students and staff will be required to wear 

face coverings at all times inside of the classroom except when actively eating or 

drinking. 

 

Common Spaces 

Common spaces will be utilized again this year for all school or grade level gatherings. 

This will include the use of the cafeteria and gym areas. Distancing guidelines will be 

maintained when appropriate. For the majority of gatherings, students will be kept in 

pods of kindergarten to 2nd grade and 3rd grade to 5th grade.  

 

Water Fountains 

Water fountains will be used primarily for filling water bottles. Fountains that need to 

be touched to use will be sanitized regularly. All students are required to have a water 

bottle with them every day. In the event that a student does not have a water bottle, they 

may drink from the water fountain during specified times such as lunch and recess.  

 

Lunch 

Lunch will be served in the school cafeteria again this year. There will be two lunch 

periods so that students can be adequately spaced out while unmasked to eat. Students 

in kindergarten through 2nd grade will eat from 11 - 11:30 and students in 3rd grade 

through 5th grade will eat from 11:30 – 12.  

 

Recess 

Each class will have two 15 minute recess periods again this year. The lunch recess will 

take place in grade levels (K-2 and 3-5). The second recess will vary by grade level. 

Students will not be required to wear masks while outside, but will be asked to keep 

proper distancing when appropriate.   
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Policies effective August 16, 2021 until otherwise communicated 

Specials 

Art, music and PE will continue to be offered in the designated specials area. Classes 

will be held outside when appropriate to allow students to remove their masks. While 

inside, the same mask and distancing policies will be utilized when appropriate. For 

some PE activities in the gym, students will be allowed to remove masks as long as 

appropriate distancing can be maintained.  

 

School Entry 

All students will enter through the main door this year. Students must have masks on 

upon entry. There will be no temperature checks at the door this year. Students will 

proceed to the cafeteria to put book bags in their lockers. They will then have the choice 

of getting the school breakfast and staying in the cafeteria or proceeding up to the gym 

to wait for morning prayer.  

 

Dismissal  

Parents will follow similar protocols for dismissal as they have in the past. However, 

instead of all students being lined up in front of the school, they will be spread out. 

Students in K-2 will be inside or in front of the school with each student in a designated 

spot a safe distance from all other students. Likewise, students in 3-5 will be outside of 

the parish hall following the same distancing policies.   

 

Parent, Guardians, and Volunteers 

Any non-school staff member who enters the school building must check in at the office 

first. Everyone must wear a mask while in the school building, regardless of vaccination 

status. Parents or Guardians will not be allowed to enter classroom space unless 

previously approved by the teacher. All items being dropped off for students, such as 

lunches or supplies, will be left in the office and delivered to the students at an 

appropriate time.  

 

Sick Policy 

If a student or staff member is sick, they are to stay home until they are symptom free 

for 24 hours, without the use of medication, and have had a negative COVID test. Rapid 

tests for COVID-19 are available at the school and can be administered any time. If the 

person tests positive for COVID-19 then they are subject to Health Department 

guidelines. 
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Quarantine Policy 

Students or staff will be required to quarantine if they are deemed a close contact to 

someone who has tested positive for COVID-19. A close contact has been defined by 

Lyon County Health Department as someone who: 

• Was within 6 feet of the person, while either was unmasked, for 10 

consecutive minutes or more OR 

• Had contact with the person’s respiratory secretions (for example, coughed or 

sneezed on while either is without mask, shared drinking glass, food, or other 

personal items) OR 

• Live with the person or stayed overnight for at least one night in a house with 

the person. 

Close contacts must remain in quarantine until they have met criteria for release 

established by the Lyon County Health Department.  

• Close contacts with evidence of previous infection supported by a positive PCR 

or antigen test may be exempt from quarantine after re-exposure as long as they 

remain asymptomatic. This is to be determined by the local health officer based 

on a possible 6-month period of presumed immunity. These close contacts may 

not be considered susceptible close contacts.  

• Vaccinated persons with an exposure to someone with suspected or confirmed 

COVID-19 are not required to quarantine if they meet all of the following 

criteria:  

o Are fully vaccinated (i.e., ≥2 weeks following receipt of the second dose 

in a 2-dose series, or ≥2 weeks following receipt of one dose of a single-

dose vaccine)  

o Have remained asymptomatic since the current COVID-19 exposure  

• There is currently no time limit on how long fully vaccinated persons are 

considered immune. These close contacts may not be considered susceptible 

close contacts. Persons who do not meet both of the above criteria should 

continue to follow current quarantine guidance after exposure to someone with 

suspected or confirmed COVID-19.  

 

Student Out of School for Isolation or Quarantine 

There was not a waiver offered by KSDE to be able to offer a virtual school option 

this year. Therefore, students who are out due to quarantine or infection will be listed 

as absent. Work will be provided to students through Google Classroom and teachers 

will check in with them periodically until they return.  
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Conclusion 

Sacred Heart School will continually review and monitor our plan and make the 

necessary adjustments needed to adequately keep our students, staff, and their families 

safe. We must treat every member of our school family as children of God; therefore, 

we must do whatever is necessary to keep each other safe. This plan will be most 

effective if it is followed diligently by all stakeholders. As it is currently laid out, this 

plan offers us the best possible opportunity to continue to grow spiritually, socially, and 

academically. We have full confidence in the excellent teachers, staff, and great 

community here at Sacred Heart to come together during this challenging time to 

provide the atmosphere necessary to grow in our faith and our academics.  


